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The estimated criticality lower limit multiplication factor (hereafter, ECLLMF) is the upper limit of
the neutron multiplication factor where the system may be judged subcritical through the calculation results
of the same criticality calculation system applied to analogous fuel systems to be evaluated. In the past, the
ECLLMF was decided through a statistical process using the benchmark calculation results, which process
was based on the assumption that “the calculation errors are common among the experiments that use the
same kind of fuel.” When this assumption was not fulfilled, there was a possibility that the ECLLMF was
established as irrationally low with an excess calculation error. The wide range of classification schemes in
the critical experiments for the statistical processing might also be a factor that made the ECLLMF
underestimated. Aiming to establish an effective method to find the rational ECLLMF of mixed uranium
and plutonium oxide (MOX) fuel systems, this report investigated the classification of the critical
experiments for the statistical processing, and evaluated the calculation errors with considering the
dependence on #°Pu isotopic fraction within the classified experiments. In this evaluation, the criticality
calculation code MVP and the evaluated nuclear data library JENDL-3.3 library were utilized, and the
criticality experiments with MOX fuels registered in the international criticality safety benchmark
evaluation project (ICSBEP) handbook were adopted.

It was found that the dependency of the benchmark calculation results on the 2*°Pu isotopic fraction
was enhanced by introducing a new fuel class: “dual heterogeneous fuel systems.” As a result of this
classification and error evaluation, it was confirmed that the calculated values of all the ECLLMFs were
below the benchmark calculation results, and that the value of the ECLLMF was high compared with that
obtained with the traditional method.

Keywords: Estimated Criticality Lower Limit Multiplication Factor(ECLLMF), Calculation Error,
MVP, JENDL-3.3, MOX Fuel, ICSBEP
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Fig.1 Result of benchmark calculations with MVVP-JENDL-3.3
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Table 2 Result of benchmark calculations with MVP-JENDL-3.3 (1)

Fuel Calculation Result Fuel Calculation Result
235, 240, 235, 240,
No. _ U Pg Content PU/(U+PU) No. . U PI.-J Content PU/(U+PU)
Enrichiment in Pu [ Kett c Enrichiment in Pu [ Ket c
[wi%] [wi%)] [wit%] [wi%]

a-1 0.71 11.5414 0.2237 1.0006 0.0006 b-2 60.2 9.7532 0.2573 1.0253 0.0008
a-1 0.71 11.5414 0.2237 0.9998 0.0006 b-2 60.2 9.7532 0.2573 0.9881 0.0009
a-1 0.71 11.5414 0.2237 0.9992 0.0006 b-3 60.2 9.8241 0.2575 1.0081 0.0004
a-1 0.71 11.5414 0.2237 1.0012 0.0006 b-3 60.2 9.8241 0.2575 1.0078 0.0004
a-2 0.708 7.7593 0.0204 0.9976 0.0006 b-3 60.2 9.8241 0.2575 1.0094 0.0004
a-2 0.708 7.7593 0.0204 1.0012 0.0005 b-3 60.2 9.8241 0.2575 1.0080 0.0004
a-2 0.708 7.7593 0.0204 1.0009 0.0005 b-3 60.2 9.8241 0.2575 1.0079 0.0003
a-2 0.708 7.7593 0.0204 1.0045 0.0004 b-3 60.2 9.8241 0.2575 1.0080 0.0004
a-2 0.708 7.7593 0.0204 1.0054 0.0005 b-3 60.2 9.8241 0.2575 1.0071 0.0004
a-2 0.708 7.7593 0.0204 1.0052 0.0004 b-3 60.2 9.8241 0.2575 1.0095 0.0003
a-3 0.711 22.0825 0.03 0.9925 0.0011 b-3 60.2 9.8241 0.2575 1.0088 0.0004
a-3 0.711 22.1504 0.0299 0.9971 0.0011 b-3 60.2 9.8241 0.2575 1.0096 0.0004
a-3 0.711 23.7291 0.028 0.9950 0.0011 b-3 60.2 9.8241 0.2575 1.0091 0.0004
a-3 0.711 22.078 0.03 0.9990 0.0010 b-3 60.2 9.8241 0.2575 1.0078 0.0004
a-3 0.711 22.1521 0.0299 0.9973 0.0010 b-3 60.2 9.8241 0.2575 1.0068 0.0003
a-3 0.711 22.289 0.0298 0.9974 0.0011 b-3 60.2 9.8241 0.2575 1.0082 0.0004
a-3 0.711 22.0708 0.03 0.9972 0.0009 b-3 60.2 9.8241 0.2575 1.0080 0.0004
a-3 0.711 22.1533 0.0299 0.9973 0.0010 b-3 60.2 9.8241 0.2575 1.0058 0.0003
a-3 0.711 22.2246 0.0298 0.9994 0.0010 b-3 60.2 9.8241 0.2575 1.0052 0.0004
a-3 0.711 22.0739 0.03 0.9990 0.0009 b-3 60.2 9.8241 0.2575 1.0072 0.0004
a-3 0.711 22.155 0.0299 0.9999 0.0009 b-3 60.2 9.8241 0.2575 1.0074 0.0003
a-4 60 9.7532 0.257 1.0001 0.0009 b-3 60.2 9.8241 0.2575 1.0055 0.0004
a-4 60 9.7532 0.257 1.0020 0.0009 b-3 60.2 9.8241 0.2575 1.0066 0.0004
a-4 60 9.7532 0.257 1.0005 0.0009 b-3 60.2 9.8241 0.2575 1.0049 0.0004
a-4 60 9.7532 0.257 1.0006 0.0008 b-3 60.2 9.8241 0.2575 1.0068 0.0003
a-4 60 9.7532 0.257 1.0004 0.0009 b-3 60.2 9.8241 0.2575 1.0056 0.0004
a-4 60 9.7532 0.257 1.0013 0.0009 b-4 0.711 11.9341 0.252 0.9877 0.0004
b-1 0.71 11.7773 0.2234 0.9910 0.0009 b-4 0.711 11.9341 0.252 0.9872 0.0002
b-1 0.71 117773 0.2234 0.9996 0.0008 b-4 0.711 11.9341 0.252 0.9861 0.0002
b-1 0.71 11.7773 0.2234 0.9984 0.0008 b-4 0.711 11.9341 0.252 0.9834 0.0002
b-1 0.71 11.7773 0.2234 0.9928 0.0008 b-4 0.711 11.9341 0.252 0.9857 0.0001
b-1 0.71 11.7773 0.2234 1.0012 0.0008 b-4 0.711 11.9341 0.252 0.9832 0.0001
b-1 0.71 11.7773 0.2234 1.0035 0.0007 b-5 0.72 11.9434 0.2519 0.9981 0.0002
b-1 0.71 11.7773 0.2234 1.0054 0.0007 b-5 0.72 11.9434 0.2519 0.9971 0.0002
b-1 0.71 11.7773 0.2234 1.0030 0.0006 b-5 0.72 11.9434 0.2519 1.0007 0.0001
b-1 0.71 11.7773 0.2234 1.0038 0.0007 c-1 0.42 4.5866 0.1249 0.9936 0.0004
b-1 0.71 11.7773 0.2234 1.0035 0.0007 c-1 0.42 4.5868 0.1249 0.9968 0.0004
b-1 0.71 11.7773 0.2234 1.0133 0.0009 c-2 0.42 4.6397 0.2216 0.9922 0.0004
b-2 60.2 9.7532 0.2573 1.0090 0.0008 c-2 0.42 4.6397 0.2216 1.0012 0.0005
b-2 60.2 9.7532 0.2573 1.0079 0.0009 c-2 0.42 4.5895 0.0966 1.0021 0.0004
b-2 60.2 9.7532 0.2573 1.0145 0.0008 c-3 0.42 4.6395 0.2216 1.0027 0.0005
b-2 60.2 9.7532 0.2573 1.0165 0.0008 c-3 0.42 4.6395 0.2216 1.0073 0.0005
b-2 60.2 9.7532 0.2573 1.0190 0.0007 c-3 0.42 10.1941 0.2219 1.0117 0.0005
b-2 60.2 9.7532 0.2573 1.0171 0.0007 c-3 0.42 10.1941 0.2219 1.0091 0.0005
b-2 60.2 9.7532 0.2573 1.0299 0.0008 c-3 0.42 10.1941 0.2219 1.0129 0.0004
b-2 60.2 9.7532 0.2573 1.0303 0.0008 c-3 0.42 4.5896 0.0966 0.9995 0.0004
b-2 60.2 9.7532 0.2573 1.0266 0.0008 c-3 0.42 10.1942 0.0966 1.0062 0.0004
b-2 60.2 9.7532 0.2573 1.0386 0.0008 c-3 0.42 4.5896 0.0966 1.0054 0.0004
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Table 3 Result of benchmark calculations with MVP-JENDL-3.3 (2)

Fuel Calculation Result Fuel Calculation Result

No. _2359 ZAOPl.J Content PU/(U+PU) No. .ZESIU 240PL_J Content PU/(U+PU)
Enrichiment in Pu [ Keft c Enrichiment in Pu [ Ker c
[wi%] [wi%] [wt%] [wt%]

d-1 0.15 23.0093 0.0758 0.9746 0.0005 d-2 0.15 8.0112 0.146 1.0271 0.0004
d-1 0.15 23.0093 0.0758 0.9773 0.0005 d-2 0.15 8.0112 0.146 1.0255 0.0004
d-1 0.15 23.0093 0.0758 0.9740 0.0005 d-2 0.15 8.0112 0.146 1.0254 0.0004
d-1 0.15 23.0093 0.0758 0.9789 0.0005 d-2 0.15 8.0112 0.146 1.0240 0.0004
d-1 0.15 23.0093 0.0758 0.9765 0.0005 d-2 0.15 8.0112 0.146 1.0227 0.0004
d-1 0.15 23.0093 0.0758 0.9814 0.0005 d-2 0.15 8.0112 0.146 1.0231 0.0004
d-1 0.15 8.1493 0.0788 1.0341 0.0005 d-2 0.15 8.0112 0.146 1.0236 0.0004
d-1 0.15 8.1493 0.0788 1.0301 0.0005 d-2 0.15 8.0112 0.146 1.0250 0.0004
d-1 0.15 8.1493 0.0788 1.0271 0.0005 d-2 0.15 8.0112 0.146 1.0242 0.0004
d-1 0.15 8.1493 0.0788 1.0267 0.0005 d-2 0.15 8.0112 0.146 1.0255 0.0004
d-1 0.15 8.1493 0.0788 1.0260 0.0005 d-2 0.15 8.0112 0.146 1.0272 0.0004
d-1 0.15 8.1493 0.0788 1.0271 0.0005 d-3 0.15 8.0077 0.1461 1.0225 0.0004
d-1 0.15 8.1493 0.0788 1.0357 0.0005 d-3 0.15 8.0077 0.1461 1.0222 0.0004
d-1 0.15 8.0016 0.1461 1.0222 0.0006 d-3 0.15 8.0077 0.1461 1.0218 0.0004
d-1 0.15 8.0016 0.1461 1.0218 0.0006 d-3 0.15 8.0077 0.1461 1.0231 0.0004
d-1 0.15 8.0016 0.1461 1.0194 0.0006 d-3 0.15 8.0077 0.1461 1.0210 0.0004
d-1 0.15 8.0016 0.1461 1.0177 0.0006 d-3 0.15 8.0077 0.1461 1.0204 0.0004
d-1 0.15 8.0016 0.1461 1.0177 0.0006 d-3 0.15 8.0077 0.1461 1.0231 0.0004
d-1 0.15 8.0016 0.1461 1.0167 0.0006 d-3 0.15 8.0077 0.1461 1.0219 0.0004
d-1 0.15 8.0016 0.1461 1.0168 0.0006 d-3 0.15 8.0077 0.1461 1.0219 0.0004
d-1 0.15 8.0016 0.1461 1.0159 0.0006 d-3 0.15 8.0077 0.1461 1.0228 0.0004
d-1 0.15 8.0016 0.1461 1.0121 0.0006 d-3 0.15 8.0077 0.1461 1.0217 0.0004
d-1 0.15 8.1648 0.3001 1.0107 0.0006 d-3 0.15 8.0077 0.1461 1.0217 0.0004
d-1 0.15 8.1648 0.3001 1.0124 0.0006 d-3 0.15 8.0077 0.1461 1.0221 0.0004
d-1 0.15 8.1648 0.3001 1.0102 0.0006 d-3 0.15 8.0077 0.1461 1.0232 0.0004
d-1 0.15 8.1648 0.3001 1.0094 0.0006 d-3 0.15 8.0077 0.1461 1.0224 0.0004
d-1 0.15 8.1648 0.3001 1.0094 0.0006 d-3 0.15 8.0077 0.1461 1.0226 0.0004
d-1 0.15 8.1648 0.3001 1.0106 0.0006 d-3 0.15 8.0077 0.1461 1.0217 0.0004
d-1 0.15 8.1648 0.3001 1.0109 0.0006 d-3 0.15 8.0077 0.1461 1.0198 0.0004
d-1 0.15 8.1648 0.3001 1.0084 0.0006 d-3 0.15 8.0077 0.1461 1.0198 0.0004
d-1 0.15 8.1648 0.3001 0.9973 0.0006 d-3 0.15 8.0077 0.1461 1.0232 0.0004
d-1 0.15 8.1648 0.3001 0.9994 0.0006 d-3 0.15 8.0077 0.1461 1.0234 0.0004
d-1 0.15 8.1648 0.3001 0.9956 0.0006 d-3 0.15 8.0077 0.1461 1.0215 0.0004
d-2 0.15 8.0112 0.146 1.0227 0.0004 d-4 0.15 11.5519 0.2927 1.0157 0.0003
d-2 0.15 8.0112 0.146 1.0232 0.0004 d-4 0.15 11,5519 0.2927 1.0181 0.0003
d-2 0.15 8.0112 0.146 1.0238 0.0004 d-4 0.15 11.5519 0.2927 1.0178 0.0003
d-2 0.15 8.0112 0.146 1.0244 0.0004 d-4 0.15 11.5519 0.2927 1.0167 0.0003
d-2 0.15 8.0112 0.146 1.0248 0.0004 d-4 0.15 11.5519 0.2927 1.0186 0.0003
d-2 0.15 8.0112 0.146 1.0249 0.0004 d-4 0.15 11.5519 0.2927 1.0187 0.0003
d-2 0.15 8.0112 0.146 1.0250 0.0004 d-4 0.15 11.5519 0.2927 1.0166 0.0003
d-2 0.15 8.0112 0.146 1.0228 0.0004 d-4 0.15 11.5519 0.2927 1.0189 0.0003
d-2 0.15 8.0112 0.146 1.0214 0.0004 d-4 0.15 11.5519 0.2927 1.0164 0.0003
d-2 0.15 8.0112 0.146 1.0232 0.0004 d-4 0.15 11.5519 0.2927 1.0156 0.0003
d-2 0.15 8.0112 0.146 1.0232 0.0004 d-4 0.15 11.5519 0.2927 1.0168 0.0003
d-2 0.15 8.0112 0.146 1.0220 0.0004 d-4 0.15 11.5519 0.2927 1.0143 0.0003
d-2 0.15 8.0112 0.146 1.0226 0.0004 d-4 0.15 11.5519 0.2927 1.0153 0.0003
d-2 0.15 8.0112 0.146 1.0206 0.0004 d-4 0.15 11.5519 0.2927 1.0163 0.0003
d-2 0.15 8.0112 0.146 1.0215 0.0004 d-4 0.15 11.5519 0.2927 1.0179 0.0003
d-2 0.15 8.0112 0.146 1.0213 0.0004 d-4 0.15 11.5519 0.2927 1.0158 0.0003
d-2 0.15 8.0112 0.146 1.0216 0.0004 d-4 0.15 11,5519 0.2927 1.0180 0.0003
d-2 0.15 8.0112 0.146 1.0194 0.0004 d-4 0.15 11.5519 0.2927 1.0179 0.0003
d-2 0.15 8.0112 0.146 1.0268 0.0004 d-4 0.15 11.5519 0.2927 1.0172 0.0003

10
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Table 4 Experimental groups in Handbook® and criticality experiments in this report

) Corresponding
No Experimental Group
number of Table 1

U(Low enrichment) -

U(High enrichment) -

Homogeneous Pu -
MOX d

MIX -
U(Low enrichment) -

Heterogeneous Pu -
MOX a,b,c
* “MIX” means “the solution is UO,(NO3),-Pu(NO3),.”

0o N oo A WN

42 FRESE U= FEBR S LV — T OV

AREITIE, 41 FICOMGHEROZL LT 2 2 & & BHIIZ, FHEERTH%OAE
BRI N—TNCBT DB T A — & LR R OKRIFIEZ TN Lo, RAFMEREm I,
41 EIORER N DEDNTZRR I N—T DL | GERDIFED 2 75— ADFEIT DN
TR AT 2 L TEM Lz, 7—A 1 TRIERTIEIC L DFERT V—T55
¥, r—A 2 CIEHAREECTHICHRE LEERI V—TEERA Uiz, RER
T A—=ZIZIE, PPu AR & v b =0 LEALE &% E LT, Table5 2, 7 —3A
1, F—AR2DFERIN—TDHREE ., TNEND T —RZOWTEEFER & REL T
A—5 L OB E T,

r—2A 1Tk, HFEEERO 7 N—TIZFE R V—T a, b, c By INT, £lo, E
B/ N—7d 2oL, 41EICRLZEY EBRT — ¥ OREICRFAPLETH D =
EMDONSTNDHEDT, REITORFHIMZ e oTz, FEHERROERIZPEIN
TEFER I N—T BT DR F~v— 7 FREMREBE T 2 — 2 L OMBIfREIL,
20py [FIREAKARIZ DWW TIE 033, /L b= AEALEIC OV TIZ0.32 L7220 | MRk
RIRA=F L HIIRF =V FHEER E OIS NI AV LTz,

=R 2T A L THHERRIIGESNTWIEFERI L—""a,b,c 23, Th
ZHIEHE R, EIEEFER, WHEBREERICOEI LTS, EERICHES
NI=_y F~— 7 FHRRER & 2Pu RN IRFLAR O BEMREIE, I E B TIL 057, —
FEIE TIL 0.66, HWERETIZ 0.74 LW I FERICA D | AREETRHRE LI-ERSY
HHEIZE D 2 TOEBRCTHERENM LT 52 ENHHLE, £/, Rk VR
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TITBNT 028, HEMEL I L—T1280T 037 LW IHfER LD F—R 1 OME
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Table 5 Experimental group and correlation coefficients of Case 1 and Case 2

Correlation coefficient

Corresponding

Case _ ) 29py Content Pu
Experimental Group number in ) )
Name in Pu enrichment
Table 2
[wt%] [-]
. Homo N - -
Hetero a,b,c 0.33 0.32
Homo c 0.74 0.37
2 Hetero a 0.57 0.48
Double Hetero b 0.66 0.28

* Experimental group-d is eliminated since the accuracy of the experimental data is under review

1.06
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$ A Homo
1.02 +
= +
v
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T
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2%py Content in Pu (Wt%)

Fig.2 Result of benchmark calculations with MVP-JENDL-3.3 plotted by the sorted experiments
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k*

k =1.0853-0.0075x X (5.1b)

1.0058 (5.1a)

LAt 1272 L X 1E 2P AR AL C b 5, 2B OREEE, K 12V T 7.219
x10°, K 122V TIL 4.138X10° T, /8T A — X KIFEA ZBT 5 2 L THRAENN S
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TERRS TR R ke KO ke 12, ZhEh,

k. =0.977 (5.22)

k. =(1.085-0.007544 x X )

(5.2b)
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& oz, Fig3 I ZEIEWERZOHEEER R FIREIGEER ke KO Ko 2ot Ml
20py [FAALASKELAR . MEIIIT ke DEMELEZ & > TUWV5, Figld k0. “HIFWEEKRICE
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Fig.3 k< of double heterogeneous MOX fuel systems
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