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Implementing of Action Plans for Risk Communication
on the Uranium Mining Sites Remedy
at Ningyo-Toge Environmental Engineering Center (1)
(Contract Research)

Naohiro YABUTA*, Jun KAWAI*, Tamae HIKAWA*
Takayuki TOKIZAWA, Kazuhiko SATO and Osamu KOGA*

Environmental Research and Development Department
Ningyo-toge Environmental Engineering Center
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(Received January 18, 2008)

On the closure of uranium mine site at Ningyo-Toge Environmental Engineering Center
Japan Atomic Energy Agency, the action plans for risk communication with residence and
local governments were developed and implemented.

Under a practical program of the risk communication, an ethnographical research on
Ningyo-Toge Environmental Engineering Center has been conducted by local high school
students. The research was focused on several social groups such as engineers at the Center
and residents around Ningyo-Toge and described their circumstances from the past to the
present, since the discovery of the uranium outcrop 1955. In addition, it should be noted that
as a results, the research project led several effects listed below;

1) High school students understood significance of the uranium development projects
implemented at Ningyo-toge,

2) Differences of standpoints between local residents and Ningyo-toge became clearer,

3) Foundation to communicate between local communities and Ningyo-toge was found out,
and

4) The educational program on an ethnographical research was conducted autonomously by

local high school students.

Keywords : Risk Communication, Uranium Mine Site, Ethnographical Research, Educational
Program, Local High School Students

This work was performed by Mitsubishi Research Institute, Inc. under contract with Japan
Atomic Energy Agency.
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