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Review to Give the Public Clear Information on Near Surface Disposal Project of

Low-level Radioactive Wastes Generated from Research, Industrial and Medical Facilities
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(Received June 27, 2013)

Japan Atomic Energy Agency (hereafter abbreviated as “JAEA”) has promoted near surface disposal
project for low-level radioactive wastes generated from research, industrial and medical facilities after
receiving project approval from the government in November 2009. JAEA has carried out public
information about low-level radioactive wastes disposal project on the web site. When some town
meetings are held toward mutual understanding with the public, more detailed and clear explanations for
safety management of near surface disposal are needed especially. Therefore, the information provision
method to make the public understand should be reviewed. Moreover, a web-based survey should be
carried out in order to get a sense of what the public knows, what it values and where it stands on nuclear
energy and radiation issues, because the social environment surrounding nuclear energy and radiation
issues has drastically changed as a result of the accident at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station
on March 11, 2011.

This review clarified the points to keep in mind about public information on near surface disposal
project for low-level radioactive wastes generated from research, industrial and medical facilities, and that
public awareness and understanding toward nuclear energy and radiation was changed before and after the

accident at Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant.

Keywords: Low Level Radioactive Waste, Public Information, Public Attitudes, Surface Disposal,
Web-based Survey
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