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In late years, local participation policies are being adopted in foreign countries at site selection for the
disposal of the radioactive waste. We performed documents investigation about the examples of the site
selection processes of Belgium, the U.K., and Switzerland to establish the site selection policy in Japan.

In Belgium, after the failure of the site selection for the disposal of short-lived low and intermediate level
radioactive waste (LILW) in an early stage, the idea of the local partnership (LP) was developed and three
independent LPs were established between the implementing body and each municipality. About 7 years
later, one site was decided as the disposal site in the cabinet meeting of the federal government.

In the U.K., after the failure of the site selection for the rock characterization facility, the government
policy was changed and the consultation process comprised of six phases was started. Though the process
had been carried out for over 4 years since one combined partnership was established between the
implementing body and the municipalities involved, they had to withdraw from the consulting process
because a county council had not accepted that the process would step forward to the 4™ phase.

In Switzerland, the implementing body selected one site for LILW disposal at an early stage, but the
project was denied by the referendum in the Canton having jurisdiction over the site area. After that the
Federal Parliament established new Nuclear Energy Act and Nuclear Energy Ordinance precluding the veto
of Canton. Now the site selection project is being carried out according to the process comprised of three
phases with local participation policy.

Reviewing the merits and demerits of each example through this investigation, we confirmed if we are to
adopt local participation policy in our country in future, further prudent study would be necessary,

considering current and future social conditions in Japan.

Keywords: Site Selection, Local Participation, LILW, Local Partnership, Rock Characterization Facility,

Communication Process, Independent Partnership, Combined Partnership, Canton, Referendum, Veto
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