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-Awareness of Fukushima Residents in Internal Dosimetry-
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This paper describes an analysis result of the opinion surveys that was carried out in internal dosimetry
using whole body counters (WBC) in Japan Atomic Energy Agency (JAEA) Tokai Research and
Development Center.

At the request of Fukushima prefecture, JAEA has conducted the internal dosimetry for residents of
Fukushima prefecture since July 2011. As of March 2013, JAEA screened approximately 22,000 residents.
JAEA staffs do not only explained the examination results of WBC to the residents in private booths, but
also provided necessary advice for them.

We carried out the opinion surveys before the internal dosimetry and after personal dialogue. The
purpose of these surveys was grasp of the views of residents on the nuclear accidents before the internal
dosimetry and investigation of attitude change of the examinee after the personal dialogue.

The survey before the internal dosimetry showed that residents’ anxiety about radioactive exposure,
hereditary influence on next generation, damage for primary industries by harmful rumor, and so on. In the
survey after the personal dialogue, more than 90% examinee express reduction of uneasiness for the
radiation damage by the dialogue with JAEA staffs. This analysis result elucidates validity of the direct

dialogue with professional stuffs on the decrease of anxiety about radioactive problem.

Keywords: Risk Communication, Internal Dosimetry, Whole Body Counters, Awareness
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