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Investigation Plan for the Mizunami Underground Research Laboratory Project
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(Received January 18, 2016)

The Mizunami Underground Research Laboratory (MIU) Project is being pursued by the Japan
Atomic Energy Agency (JAEA) to enhance the reliability of relevant disposal technologies for
geological disposal of High-level Radioactive Waste through investigations of the deep geological
environment within the host crystalline rock at Mizunami City in Gifu Prefecture, central Japan. The
project proceeds in three overlapping phases, “Phase I: Surface-based investigation Phase”, “Phase 1I:
Construction Phase” and “Phase III: Operation Phase”. The MIU Project has been ongoing the Phase
III, as the Phase II was concluded for a moment with the completion of the excavation of horizontal
tunnels at GL-500m level in February 2014. The present report summarizes the research and
development activities planned mainly in the GL-500m stage.
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