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JCO Criticality Accident Termination Operation

Masashi KANAMORI

Nuclear Emergency Assistance and Training Center
Japan Atomic Energy Agency
Hitachinaka-shi, Ibaraki-ken

(Received December 18, 2009)

The JCO criticality accident occurred at about 10:35 A.M. on September 30, 1999 in Tokai-mura,
Ibaraki Prefecture, Japan.

This year (2009) is full 10 years from that truly unfortunate accident. | was then the manager of
safety section of Japan Nuclear Cycle Development Institute (INC) Tokai Works, and engaged in the
operation of the criticality accident termination in JCO sites as an expert of the disaster prevention of
national government. This report is summarized the circumstances surrounding termination of the JCO
criticality accident based on testimony in the Mito District Court in 2001. Since then, comments have been
received and | rewritten in this tenth year with my thought not to have to forget the accident.

We hope that this report will be useful in some way in preventing nuclear disaster in the future.

Keywords. JCO Criticality Accident, Criticality, Neutron, Exposure
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