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The use of Radioisotope Thermoelectric Generator (RTGs) using the decay heat of Pu-238
1s being considered as a power source for permanently shadow regions on the lunar surface,
where solar power is impractical, as well as for deep-planet missions far from Jupiter.
However, Japan does not have the capability to produce Pu-238 or the operational
performance of its usage. Additionally, it is difficult to employ nuclear fuel materials for
space probes in Japan due to regulatory constraints. Consequently, development related to
the utilization of Am-241 has been carried out. We performed dissolution experiments using
aged PuO: powder that has been stored for research purposes, aiming at the mutual
separation of Pu and Am. Two experiments were conducted: one using a nitric acid solution
and the other using a mixture solution of nitric acid and hydrogen peroxide. The dissolution
time with the latter solution was less than half that required for the former. Furthermore,
unlike other commonly used oxidants, the use of hydrogen peroxide prevented
contamination by salts and metals and minimized potential detrimental effects on the

subsequent Pu/Am separation experiments.

Keywords : Radioisotope Thermoelectric Generators, RTGs, Aged Plutonium Oxide,

Americium, Acid Dissolution, Nitric Acid, Hydrogen Peroxide
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1. IZC®IZ

A A CIEH b D AR A Ik T OPRASCA R LU ORFH A Ok AEIR & LTt
P[FEIN A EAVE S Hn# 4 (RTG : Radioisotope Thermoelectric Generator) D 23T & T
%o RTGITAKEIZH T 1960 RN O HEICE D E THEEFAREHRS ICHE I TR, =
DOEPIX Pu-238 O a fAEE THAET HREMTH 501, Pu-238 1TJE 74N T Np-237 ~DH
PRI L > TEEINDI N, BAEWNIZBWTZN L 2% X 51 A I3FEET, &
Bl L NEETH L, £ 2T, Pu238 OREFEWE L LT Am-241 OB HFFS TNV D,

Am-241 [3& LUV HEREES T ICE TR TV AEREO > Th 5, £/, HFEEMTE
HRE ST TV ERAE PuidBith o Pu-241 © B FEETH AR SN D, Fox it Pu s fRIEICEA
BERHEE R O 7 v~ N 7T 7 ¢ —iE& L, 51 6 FIORER TR 0.43g O Am-241 %> =
UE Am & L CRIY L 722]

Pu & Am O 5 BERER(PuW/Am 5 BERER) Tl AR D PuOs2 2> b FiHL U 72 FHFAVS IR 7 7z,
PuO2i3tZ7 I v 7 Th v, MITx L CTHEMIECH D, ARHEIMNBR CTIT, MEIEEHA L
FSER IR P IRL A& 2 HINT 5 Z & 12 K » T Pu OIRMEEUS OEE 2 3 T, BRALAI D 15AE
L LT, MW kBN 2 AT ol bk FE 2t Lic, £, FATHRIC L 0 aEos om b
NFER SN TWD 7 v b AKREBEOTWHEBIZ SN T S A L7223, BRI ORE Rk Lo flkn
BT D70, HMEBILKEEZERM Lo, AREANBHE Tk, Mg o5E & ek Rk E
BAWRE 2 T4 O RE 2 17> 72,
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2. IEMEEIZ SN T

b7 v =0 LOEMFIEL LTET LN DD, MRS %2 AW TZBBIEIESRA 4 <0

U U AL T DOFFOWRCT) E AW T2 ERRIERETH D, BIREMETIT, ERICX VgL
7= Ag2t=° Cet* Z I H L CUL FOISRIZFES & PuOsz ZPuOst ~BEfb & &, VAR % FRE C ik
FTERDZLRTE B,

PuOy + 2Ag2+ - PuO%+ +2Ag" - (1)

PuO, + 2Ce** — Pu03" +2Ce*" - (2)
LU, W% O 7~ =0 LMEFRIETICIZRA 0% U 7 AA A 33647 L, Pu/Am 5B
HBRICBWT N ORETEREZRRTILERDH D, MA T, BREESEOBRMISSLE L
72 % 1o IR FERRER L & OB HAL-C KA ITRET By, — 07, BRIEMEE TlX PuO: OIEFRIC
EfEEZ WD Z & TUTO X D OGRS Z iR 12 PuO2 2 5 fE 3 517,

PuO, + 4H" — Pu*" + 2H,0 --- (3)
PuO, + NO; + 2H' — PuOj} + NO, + H,0 - (4)
PuO, + NO; + 3H" — PuO3" + HNO, + H,0 - (5)

L2rU, PuO2 i3~ RN 2R3 72, MBVLBECRR LA, 7 v bKFERE R EOTRINA
WL VBSOS R E ST DM RH LB, 7 v bKFEEEH W DLEE. V7 ARS8
MEIZBREIES 2 e bRBEEOHAICHIONAEL, BRBAKOHESE L&D Z &N
BEIND, £ TRRBETIZ, LA E L bkELZBEA L, MEBVLERZ AT D Z &
T PuO: DR S Z W RBICED L Z L2 BiEE LT,

3. PR i

3.1 ABREASE

SRR AR SR T2 D BRI 2 L. 30%imE b /K B E £ 7 A /b LA RDEHESKEL o K4k
REAEH L, ek CEBAKBIRGERITMAKEEE U7y 7 8
RFD280NC)IC L 0 #EHL U 7=k 2 AV C H AR B ICFR SR L 7=,

3.2 PuOq ¥y AR FE

T RERBRIZIL, 1970 RIS S N7z PuO- M RslE 26 L7z, 243% PuO- ¥y KalEHT &F
LT 2005 4% 5 H 31 HIZFEi L7~ TIMS(Thermal Ionization Mass Spectrometry: 3% i 75 &
RV BAYWNCT X B RINEARHLER O 2341 #d & Table 1 (2773, 1970 4245, Pu-241 135 2wt%
EAHIN TV, N 14.29 FTH D 7= O BAETIEZT ORI A Am-241 ~EEZE L T
Do LTeho T, B D Pu OFRNAHEEIEL, Pu-239 KT Pu-240 23 ERDHK) 99% % (5 6D T
(AR

3.3 i akin i &
Jua—7Ry 7 ANICERE LR iEREREE O/ % Photo 1, Photo 2 12/~ 7, BT T
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VT T A ZiE, EEBFRIOSE 200 mL, AR 94 mm O DOEFEH L, BT T
NZZ RO =50 % 4 7 & Wiz, WEROMBUZIEL, VBRI X 0 EIRIRE & B HHE
FHE/ e T AT MRy N A X —F— HS-7TBHSD Z#ffiH L7-, 12U O¥EERICIE, RER S
D E 500 mL ObOEMH L, ZhicEkT 2 =7 —R o 7I2idA Vo APN-110KV-1
ERWE, e =7 =R TOMCE = F VT 2% E L, ZRAEREOMREEI T2, W
HFIIE, TRV UEOANEE 200mm O Lm— NAEERER Lz, BEERICIE. ~v
F = Z 1 mHHAX D Solid State Cooling Systems 57— UC160 =1 H L 7=,

3.4 a B RelE

a fEHFERIEIX, A a— « 4 —T—7 2 FU—8D Alpha Ensemble #{# f L7-, HIER
BHIFTE DI E OfHEE 2 AV Tk, ER 256 mm OAT o L AROILIZH F L, RART
VBRI ERHOCTEREAMMTUHEEZIT o7, £72. Pu OEESHTIZRIERH % 10000 # &
L. Pu-239 & O Pu-240(a = 3 /LF—: 5.2 MeV)D a fit A7 kL% W ER L7,

3.5 W AT R VHIE

Pu {AfRIEH O Pu OJFFREZ T 5720, B A 7 7 BERA T ERE U-
4000 #HW TSR~ MVRIEZ Tl L7e, BitAIHRI1L 18300 nm, #& T (X 400nm &
L7z A% VX 120 nm/min & L, WIEICHEZDS, 5 mol/L WDEEAE W TR—2XF
A WEZEFEH Uiz, PEREHIEKE 1 ecm OARIAE AT T A VISR LT,

4. B TFIH

4.1 fHEEE A (RUNL)

(1) BRXZTNT7 723 |Zf@E Pulik 3.4 g. 3 M HERVAIR 100 ml K ONEE -2 Atu, 7R
v hAZ—F — RIZERET 5,

2 FI7—ZEBHL, Fa—TRNIIZTREENTWVRODHERT D,

B) HAWHHOZT =R T HEHT 5, BRIMEDB KRGS, HRICE > TRIERBH
HENMBNRLZEICRDBENND D120, IERERBIAER I = H L7 TR E
DOFE#1T

(4) Ky hAX =T —OFEIREE 90°CE L TMBIRERIC X DA A 6 B 1T 9,

(6) A X —F —OEEHEEITIRE EFIZEWE < 72 5 72 O R AKEE EM O 200 rpm &5,

(6) MNEEER AL L, 3B L RIAFED PuO: By RN IEME L7-#%, BBAg 2R LA
I BT 5,

(7) (D ~@O)DEAEAZMR D K LATV, AWRERRIRIEDL WO N5 EIIX6) OBEA 1T - T2
IR T &9 5,

4.2 TElE LRtk EIRA RRUN2)
(1) BRI TNT7 T2t Pulyk 5.6 g, 5 M gL 1 MiBER{L/KFEKDIEAERIK 100
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ml & NElE -2 AL 5,

(2) FI—ZEBHL, FTa—TRNIIZTREENTWRONERT D,

B) HAWHHO=T —Rr 7 HEBT 5, ZRIEENWMKRIGE . R E > TEIRB M A
SHIMENRLEIIRDBENDG & D20, MBI IZ =07 /30 7 TH KU B D
AT D,

(4) By FAX—F—OFEREZ 90°C & U TIMEEIRLIC L 212K 6 REfE 1T 9,

(5) A4 — T —OREEEEEITIRE FRICEOE < A2 B 7 O RIKREE O 200 rpm &5,

(6) EWEICELLE, WROANFEAEZIIABOEZEL TV HEA BRI KEN S
RSN TS T2 30%IBER L/AKFEKZ 1 ml TANT 5, IR ITIETR O @3 H G TR E
HRETHIEEWRT D,

(7) 30%mEE{L/KEAKRZ IR L 30 /0%l L7=#% ., KO B3 Ea X T ABEaEr R LTV
Al 30%imEE LK FEAKEZ 1 ml IINT 5, WIRO AR FEUTIREAEZE L TWDHELAICE
WINEEE 2 15 0 3ER L D bN H Hiiz & &2 30%i@E L /kFEKZ 1 mldshind %,

(8) (NOEAEZ B TR E TRV IE LT,

(9) BB AZ IR L, BEIC L0 RIEED PuO By RSTERE L=, BB A LN LA
B3 BT 5,

(10) (1) ~Q)DFEAEZ VK LTV, AWRERRIEN R N5 IIXQ)OBELIT - 2%
WCHBRIE T L9 5,

5. AR

5.1 R HMA(RUNL)

Table 2 12, #EFER% O Pu LN Am @ o HHEERIEIC & 2 @ &SRR 2R, MR
HKEOMDHEZ AN T-5E. 5 BB 32.5 B OEMERBRIC L 0 . K 43%D Pu 2 EAEME L
7o YR B T OEMEL, BORRB)~GIUIR D SOSIZHE S W TH#EITT 5 28, BEHIZ L iuiE,
IHRODOISICBIT D HHET XX =BT IEDE AR 7206 H R RIS ITE Z
WL UMBEAT W2 S B IEfRZ Lo & LT HRBRIEEH 23K 30 K[ T Pu OFEMERIT 0 LT
i EEoT,

5.2 filk Limfe bk EiRA R (RUN2)

Table 3 12, FFRER%E DO Pu KO Am @ a BEHHERIEIC X 5 E &R E R, Mg &
WK R DIRG TR 2 T2 %E6 . 4 BHIGRTE 26 REED OB MERABRIC LD . Pu OWMERIT
#107.4% TH -7z, BEEILKEORINZ LY Pu OEMIZEEE ITEE Zd, SRR (3.0 M)
DI LI GA L Wi U R Kigzm b Lz,

BT OWIROIBUENIZLL T O Y Th 5, #i1R(25~28°C) Tl bk E ORI L v &
R % 2 L (Photo 3). MEABALEHE TOCHHE CRIADRAENHERIND & & HITHIKITE
122 b L7=(Photo 4), & HIZMBANHEITT 5 L ADKENEAE L, TORKERITHOE 2
L 7= (Photo 5), Photo 4 |Z/R T F & 2 ARED Pu IRFRIK O W A7 kL% Fig.1 12777, Fig.1
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LV HEED 560 nm~610 nm OFEIKIZ 2 [HO E— 27 B 541, 750 nm~820 nm D FEIEKL TIL A
N7 MVEIRBR T e — RKE7e D Z 0D Photo 4 OEETICEIT D Pu OJR 7l 3 TH D

EEZBND, ET2, B ORI Photo 6 12T Y G E R L, ZORFOW ALY
kL% Fig.2 12759, #E23 470 nm, 660 nm, 1070 nm (Z 4 ffid> Pu iZHH DO E—7 . 820
nm 1T 6 i > Pu (285G OV B — 27 BN X7z, X - T, Photo 6 |2/~ L 72 IEMEIEH O
Pu OJFFAliix 4 i 6 liTdhH v, MR MBIZ LY Pu o liAE(kLzEEX bR
%, 723, Photo 5 TEIE SN IZfkAIX PuO My REREGTH D Z Enb, RIERTIZEHRE L
T RVEfE PuOe 3 RICERKR T2 B X BN D,

WERL KT K DI X 0 [Pu(02)(OH)]5* <0 [Pu2(02):]** 72 D7)V k=7 AL BAKNARK
L. @R LK S B DN PE 5 A AL 2RO ZE I & 0 IRIE O G b A A bRt~ & 2 L
FT52 L, RO[Pu(0) (OIS e & & bl PuID~fR L, < Ot CREsE M54
T5Z A S Tuwpholl BRER AR S AL &I, iR LK SR OBV iR d D
X7V =T DB EBROGIRIT LD RO LHRIND,

E BT, WELKEITRCH R ONETAHI & L TCOMIEEZE S0, IWETO 4 i Pu 28 3
iR SN DA REMENH D, 3D PuMERIN DA, Pu/Am /yBfCEEEL 5 2 5]
RRENDH D, FlzE, SMOT27F /4 KLV E 4 lioT 7 F /4 RIgk L THRIFEET D
TEVA LY ZHWT Pu & Am 5T 5254, Pu 2t 3MHiZE cSs & Am & [RERIZIER
FMEERT T2 OBEN L < /e 02, LosL, AnRoiE ) MEUZ X - T Pu it 4 lilc Bk S
NAHID, EFOREBIIR/NBRIZEO LD, —FH T, @EIEBIKFEORINC LY kazr 2
T LML TV N =0 AREOARPRE SN TEY . BINEIITEESLETH 5000,

5.3 RUN1 & RUN2 O (i

Table4 & O Table5 |2 Pu & Am @ 1 HdH 720 OREE{LERT, RUN2 OFA, PuO.JRE
DOZAbEIZ RUNL AT 3 FRERE < | MEERFM O KR 28I FH 5T 2, B
PuO: ¥y RI21E Pu-241 H3ED Am-241 28 2wt% & A SN CTE Y | IWHERIEICHE 9 v BT <
DR ST, VEERFE OMEHEIC X 0 #E < B A ER Lz, S 512, R cilib
KFBE DT D20, WIRTIC Pu O Am USADOEJEA A OB RBASED Z L2 <
WtE 2 MR 7R RS ERTAT & L CHERFCX 5, 272, IWMBICFER SIS Pu/Am 4y BB~
DEEERE/NRICMA BILD, T 9 Lizan, bk FE 2 mbA & L TiH L7z RUN2 OFf
ETho,

6. L0

fiE e K O e b K & OIRGVAIR OB AIZ L0 | Rl iRBEE 2 32 2 & 7 < fEEE B
TOWMR L I LT LT ORHH T PuO MR AWM L1z, ZOFIEICE Y Pu/Am SR
Br~DREE KA LIZ S WIRMEOBEFRIEOFRN AIRETH 5, I BT, EERR ORI LI X
D Am-241 H2RD y HRIT K D IMHIE < EOAR S =k L 7o, A 2 VT LG 6 [1 D PuO:
BRI % Fhi L. 15 D Pu iR %2 Pu/Am o BEBR O BRIK & L Cfa L7z,
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REEEZIERT2ICHTY | FRIEE~O W), BERELTHEZWIZIZNT£L
DI 2RSS Bz B L BT £,
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Table 1 PuOq2 ¥y Ki kD Pu [RINT AR

Pu [FIf{K HLEE (Wt%)
238 0.043
239 85.54
240 13.76
241 0.369
242 0.291
%2005 I E R R

Table 2 Pu i&5fE P @ Pu KX Am ) (RUN1)

RUNI1
Pu 4.84 g/L
Am 0.027 g/L
i3 264 ml
W e FE 3.2 M

Table 3 Pu iAfEE T @ Pu & O Am 5 (RUN2)

RUN2
Pu 13.28 g/LL
Am 0.22 g/L
6@ 405 ml
P i P 5.1 M

Table 41 H&H7=0 @ Pu X Am DO ¥EFEZ(RUN1)

RUN1 B EZAb(g/L/d)
Pu 0.968
Am 5.4 x 103

KRB 5 B TR

Table 51 H&H 720 O Pu kO Am OEEZ/LRUN2)

RUN2 i K28k (g/L/d)
Pu 3.32
Am 0.055

KEBREAM 4 A CHEH
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