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Evaluation of Mechanical Properties of Hydrided Cladding
by Using Modified Ring Tensile Test
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Results from the pulse irradiation tests at NSRR have indicated that failure of high burn-up
fuel rod under Reactivity Initiated Accident conditions occurs due to pellet/cladding
mechanical interaction (PCMI). One of primary factors resulting in the PCMI failure is
degradation of cladding ductility at high burn-up. The degradation is influenced by hydride in
the peripheral region of cladding tube, hydride rim, accumulated due to temperature gradient
in the radial direction during reactor operation. In the present study, we performed modified
ring tensile test on cladding tube samples with artificially made hydride rim in order to
evaluate the influence of hydride rim on mechanical properties of cladding in hoop direction.

It was clarified that fracture strain reduces with hydride rim thickness at room
temperature because cracks could generate in brittle hydride rim region at the beginning
stage of deformation. At elevated temperature (573 K), fracture strain varied depending not
only on thickness of hydride rim but also on hydride density in rim region. The specimen with
hydride rim of low hydride density showed larger fracture strain regardless of the hydride rim
thickness. This may be attributed to ductile-brittle transition of hydride rim region with
temperature increase. The rim of low hydride density could be not brittle but ductile at 573 K.
Thus it is considered that fracture strain of the specimen with thick hydride rim becomes

larger when the hydride density in rim region is low.

Keywords: High Burn-up, Reactivity Initiated Accident, Fuel Failure, Cladding, Mechanical
Properties, Ring Tensile Test, Hydride, Zircaloy-4
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1. ¥Ei

R LN REY R/ EDRL B EZETH I NS, BARFREO
SRBEELNEETED SNTNS, SREELICHE > TREOFARERBIZE<
IRBIENS, BEIBEEOER - ABRINAET L., 5BE OB EIIHET 2,
DD, ERBEEREOREBEN NCHELROLLEEHRATILNENHD, E
FIZBWTRBRHINEEREEREZRNWES > TREB. NIV ARNER, $EER
WM RRENSE TEE - ERINTW5,

RIS EFHF OREIEB 25 DIZFH O NSRROKRUT 5 > 2D Cabri -k
U LI —TOIZBNT, BRBEEREEZNHEL LNV ZARBHERNEHRI N TN
B. INSDOERBREAFRICE > T, MREEOHKRITH > TEOWRAZRIINF—TRL
v MEBEEEBAMEEIER (pellet / cladding mechanical interaction : PCMI) 12k
DIREHBEIRICE S Z EHER I N/z. NSRR ERICB W THHE L 72 REL & AR 7= k5 2.
HEEOMAASRIOREEAIBD T/NEIL, HEEOEL WEEKTHIBBERD
—DTHol. TLUT, TOEEBETITHL TIIXFERABEFICTERL. EEHEDR
BARICE D HBENRREL ZKRME OKFIH) L) OFENKEZE
LTWBaREEMNRENE (Fig. 1.

M AL R OB B E BB ICRIZTKRIES ) LOXEEZRAND D, ATHITK
FRERNEE, AEFITKF Y EZRESELHEBEZH O ZEEMEN—X MR
MEHEI NG, BEMEN—Z FRBRICBT S KEREFHEE OBRREIINE.
MESHRUERREARED NSRR /A BHRERICB T 2HEREEBEDZTNE
K<—HL. KEEH) LERVNBRREEFREOEHETOEERTH S Z LMK
BRI/, LU, BFEMEN—Z PR TIEIEN 2 EOEM ENEEDRENES
NxNWe®d, HBREREN S REBERCENROHBEOERERZTFRITSZ &
TERW, 51T, EFRBZHW-RFRABREZEZAHE. N—X B TITL
BREVWRBZLEEL TS0, BREXL Y hOBRENES T, B AR HE
EVWIRHBHB. £IT. REHABRSEHERY > V5ERBRICE O HA S RREN
ER L= EBEOBBE2MET 5 2 LNk oNTERE, LALANS, kD
U2 T5ERABRTIIBITE— AL FNELC B8, PCMI IZX D RET 2 MAEALMEE
BEHBETET, £k, UTRABRICT D8N, D, BBRKBEE) 7R
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BRHEDEELHL-OEREEN/AFAATHOZEEBNICIHET 2 2 LN TERNE
WHRBIENSH -/, T T, ARERKRICKSHEBMEBITE ) > TiRBA T — V88~
BENTA—FELERBEEL T, MASMFENMER L ZHEE OB ZE
BWICHETE %R Y >V V5RiABAEZRE L. @

FHE TR, R CTBERRBRAEERANT. AIRICKRH) LAERSER
HEEICHL THREEB TS 2 LICED. BBEOERKTOEERTH 5/KFRL
WU DDA EIC 5 X SR B R ERRICEHE L 72,

2. BRATE
2.1 ABRH

ARBNRICIINE 8.36 mm. HHE 9.50 mm @O PWR17X17 ¥ FEAX )0
1 —AHBEER N, TIITLEKFEORANZAITED 573 KITHBWTKBRIMLE
BTV, SEIOKRIDMRE L ZHBERR 2 E-H L =,

P9 FE 5 1 Bl it 7 T OB ASE 2 3Ml 9 2 /e DI, AKRIRMUENTE T L 72alB R
K, TOREZEHEL TOWRWIEKBRMERZ 7 A Y —HEMTHEICKY Fig. 218
TEIBF—IMMAEY O THBAICMTI Uz, HERBRICEAL T, 7 — ¥ THE
EIMW3mm & 4mm OFED) > THBRERWER,. E5500 D TRBRMS
HE CHEBEBENESNE I E2ERL TNHO, F—JES (BESMHER |23 mm
LTz,

2.2 5IRABR AL

RBREEOHMIEZ Fig. 31077, ¥MRIIERER ON\—T7< > RLIIV) 2HNTY
CUBIERBRET . U TRBR Y- OMICHASRAMENMER TS LS. T
—VEEN—TY > RLIVOELEIZEY L, F—UHOEELMIGIRMEZ S X
Teo 2, 770 TF—TEN—TII 2 RUVINZEZMT. N—TI3 2 FLIILEU >
TRBHF EOMOBBEZRRB L. 2L, Z+rHid35—CHDOI5—r ORI
B aEhIE520, EHON—T7T 2 RUIOHEERZEB L. 5I5RHARIT 1
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X103t D—EDEHERETERL =, BEFFIRRBLUNST3K &L,
2.3 ABRFEE

SERBMBK T&. Y 2 UVRBRr ONBERETo k. KITU D RBRAHREEOS
HABRZERL T, BEOBRMFPELBRT 2L LI, AF Y ORTHIREZ S
KL, KkRYY LESZRAELE, KEEHY LAESREICELTE. TyF> Y
WK DHASNTHEBNELLL THW SRR A AT Z2KREH LELT, TOES
ZRELZ, £, HBA2KOKRESTEERKL /2. KFELH) LES SRR
2RDOKRRBOBFRZ Fig. 4 1RT. KEMP) LEI EKEREZSLTLHHAL
TWRBNWIERDND. 573 K TRERLERKBRICOWTREEME FHEME
(Scanning Electron Microscope : SEM)IZ & 2 B MrE 822, K E LW LBOEERR
EEMLI.

3. B R

3.1 iR
3.1.1 FrE—ZNL R

TR AARFIEUTKREBMDY LESH0 pm GEAFRFRMEED . 50 pm. 100
mm O=FEORRF 28BN, TOWKEHZHKRT S, WE LM Fig. 51
RY . BRI, ORLIBREY D TRBRAREDOX Yy v 700 7
BADHENSHEHABRICZODOEES 0. FE - EAOBRIMEER-> T3,
T O’ WE-ZMIEROSEAIBERERS, ZOHBIIEEERTH D, KEL
M) LEROEBIIBED 5NN, LALRNS, BREMENSBREEAICHIT
TENTNOEREHIR > TL %, EX 50 um OKFELH ) AZ2EHEDRBH I35
ABERBER KR LR ZNHBR & ZERBROEREH LRI, <
UNERO@P THEIL THD. ZTOBMSREMIINE</R>Tnb, —4., B 100
pm DKFY ) LAZREDRBF ORAFMEIIMOBBRA IR TEF NI 51T,
RAMEREERESICEN L THO., TOBEBSEEAMIIERINE A>TV S,
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3.1.2 NEEZERUVSHBZR

BB ORBRENBEEE%E Photo. 11IRT . KFEM ) AZERIZ/SWEBRAITD
Wi, FETEHOBEERRBIIREL, 5IERAMICH L T 45 EOHEHEZ B> B AR
BRI > THEML TW5, BE 50 pm OKFELEY) L E2RDORHBF TH. 45 EOMH
ZRLoBAMERICH > THETL TWAD, ETHOBEHEREIINRD/NEL
o Tnb, 5T, JBX 100 pm OKF MY LZ2FOHBRA TIE, ETHOEHE
ERIIEETET. 5IEAMICH L TEAICEE L TH5,

Photo. 2 IZZNETNORBABKEOSMERT. BEFEICEHT S L, KFRL
¥ L EFFE IR VR S S 50 pm QKR ) L2 F DB IS LB 5 07
BHEEZRLTBD. . TROEASEEL THEINICESZEEZ 5N, —77. B 100 pm
DKFELHY LEBORBAE TIXEROBEZRL THD. HEO A Z X LMD
AREBA BRI TS,

ABPBLOBIEICR SNAWEHHRENS. TNThORBR OB A =X A1
RDEHITEZSNS, KFEH) LEREBROHEBRA TR, ITXRDICKZEAME
BT L T FITERWNRFIICIET 2 (KUNER). €L T, IXDEDKBAMN
WS CEL 2 & EICHRT 5, JOBEBIXERBEEO—DTH 5t ABBIRE O
BETH5. BE 50 pm OKFEIEMY LE2FORBA T, ETHEZRIKELD
JAZBWTRHRNVBEL S, Z0HE. BRIZERL, T, SRIIEEZ K> T
LZOTREEMIMIT S, TOED, ELICHET 5 &137a<. <UNERNH
¥5, Lnl., BRICEVERROFEEIIED L THWEDOT, [FFRINHEAE X 78
NI BIZEHE DRI IGEL THETT 5. TO/RE. T OMM RZEMITK
FA) LR OWRBRREID/NEL< D, 51T, BES 100 pm OKFES ) L
EROBBRAETH., FTKEMY) LTBVWTARRENEL B2, ZO8E. BRES
IX 100 ym & KEWED. <UNEENIEE S AT BZRERWIE O 5t 11 A ETS 112
LT, BIBRAMICEBEICEE T 5. LAaMNo T, B SEEMIIEEITNE S, &
DL HITKFELH) LBES OEIMIENWEEE OM A SRR EZ 2T 58HEE O
BEMIINES <25, Tiabb, KEMH) LES OEIMITHENWEEE OEENET
THEEZ D
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3.1.3 B ER I LK BRI ) LR S & OB

KFAEHY LR S DEIMIHEN, BEICESETOANZXLNEILT S LMD
Mol TIT KFEMMU LIRS EBRRE & OBIREZBEL /&,

(DA

EME EKFMM) LIRS EOBREEEMICIHMET 272012, EN 2R THWS
ELUTHWES (BEICESETOENRESLR) 28K, BERLKEEH) LE
SELOBBREEE L, #R% Fig. 6 1IRT. IKREMARE OKFREH) LES
0 pm) 38 35 %RDWWIEAZERL TNBHM, KFELHY LEX OEMTENZIZE
BENZHEA L. #9100 pm T 5 %RBEE > TVWS, BMEANBALTEIAAN=X
LIFTIETHRANZED TH D, BIRTOBMEAIIKIRMEH ) LESITEKEL TN S,

(2) 5 5RTREE

5I5E5REE L KR ) ADES EDOBRE Fig. 7R Y . KELH) L2 HDOHEK
FrO5IRMEIZIFKBRMBBA ICHERTETEL. KEELH) LESIZLST —F
E7E>TW5, Photo. 250N 5EL DT, KFEEMY A2 DHEBA T, ULL
AORRIZHENTS, HF. KFEEWHHL T3S, ZOWMNIKFEEITHICK
DEE(LTHDT, KEEH L2bDORBRA OFIRBEIIIEKRBRRMRBRAITHART
HTm<E5b0DEEZLNS, £l KEMWY LITHEW/=D Fig. 5 IR HE—
EALBAR ORI T, TTICRRMIELTVNEEEZILNE6, LMLLANRS, &
REBROKFYY LES O (%9 100pm BLF) Tid. BRAREE TIIKF D) A
CELCEBENARINERE T, KRMEH) L 2B VRETHREERTERNED DT,
SIRBEIIKFY) ABIICEST BRI EEZOSNS, L. KFELH)
LINEBITEL BB EFRBEDHADT DI ENTFHIEINS,

(MRS T
WETER > OWTERZRIE L T, BMEIN A ZKRD, KEWU LES EOBREE
B L7z, Fig. 8 ITHEIEISH EAKRF MY LIRS EOBRERT, IFKBRMRERA
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OWEIR /1L 1100MPa BETH SM. KFEHU LAESOEME & BITHEEBER
FIET L. 50pm T 800MPa f2E & 55RIEE S FFIC/R> TWb, KFEELY LE
& 50pm BAETI3SEE R ELIZRD 51T, 800MPa TIEIE—E &/a> TWhWa,

3.2 BJiRaER

573K IZCBITHRBERICDOVNT D, FRHBREERITKE D) LES S8R
HEDOBERIZDODNWTEEL /-,

(DM

KT LEX W EAS & OBIRZE Fig. 9 IRT . 2B, MPITITEBRA 214K
DKFZBMTEB L OEBORBRER DB RL TS, 573 K ITBIT 5 EAITER
ICHARTEFREL L>TWS, L. KFZFEMN 570 ppm BL 577 ppm DFLER
FridE X% 100 pm OKFELLY Y LZ2FEDITHNND ST, 30~35% - FEHICKER
B ESERL TS, B 2EOKEREHEMES L DOBIR%E Fig. 10 1TRY .
MIEAIKEROBIME EHITHD L THO, 573K BT DM ERIAELYY L
JBE7ZT TR, KERIHEKET S ENDN B,
. ZFIT. ZOBRREHSMITBH0IKELEHY L 100 pm. /KFERE 577 ppm D
B EBRAD & AR LAESZ 90 pm. KFEEA 1052 ppm DR GRER
B I EDBENWIDWTHL#ARE, BB DO/ Z Photo. 31T/RT ., RBRATIZ
i3 100 pm OKFEH) ABFEETHIZHIIDST, KUNERNEATNS, —
F. RBA ILIZIZEAEBEER L TV, EEE S % Photo. 4 IZRT, sl A
I DKRFH) MIBHER L THORRIIBRTE 2V, #HBRF 0 ICOWTHEEIR
ERBICHEE UMb BB EBARTHIIENTES, £k, HBH 1 OKELY
U ATIRKEM OB BEENEBEAENDICHL T, RBRA 1T OKELYH) L TIE
FHEERE<R-oTWAZ&Mbnb, BREEDHEREIIZOKZYMEEDEN
CERLTWA EEZ NS, T T, KERMMEEDORBNEZERLTS20IT. K
ZYWY LADORBFERRZEML /-, Table 1 ICHBRERZRT ., IEKFBHRMARF .
HBA 1. B8 11 OTXRTIOVWTAHRFRBIIZZRFOEEZRLTHED., K
ZEMTHOZ BN N &b 5. B A 1 ERBA I OKFE LY ) L OB,
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FHENORBE OREPRIBL O KEL 2> TBO. KFEEH) L OEBIFELA
WOERE IR DI ENEEMICHETES, 510, HRFIEHABRA I &2
Y5 &, KER 1052 ppm OREBRA 1T OKFELH ) LOFNEEIIRESZ>TW
%, —BICEWMEHIMWEEZ b DD, RBERA 1T O X 5 ITKFHEE O LB
BWKEH) AT 5T3KICBNTHHRERM L TRBRNAEL D EZEASND.—T,
KEZERS577 ppm DREBH 1D X D ITKFEHEEDLBAHER N U ATERBRICBNT
ML, BRRIECANWEEZSND, £IT, KEEYY LOHEETE DO SEM
B\ e L THEIFEEZFX/. Photo. 5 I SEM B¥HEZRY, HEOZDITIE
KERMAR A OWBIE S RY . FKBRRMABR T OBBE IIIEEBE OB TH
554 2 TNNEEIND, KER 577 ppm DRBEFA I DKFLH LITDONTHT
A TIDBETE, EEHEIL TWS, 2720, T4 > 7 IVIEKRRRMAR I
HARTNEL > TS, KFER 1052 ppm ORERF 1T OKFELYY) LBIIESFAMKE
ZRLTBO, HREHEELTWS,

ZDEIITKBIMEEIC L BHENE -HBEOENN 573 K TOHBRBETELZ &0
5, EH—RHEOWEZ DT EKECHEE (EHE-HEL ZWKELYEE) 1F
L, BRELEDCFOLEVWKRMMEERIARZ< LD LEEZSNS, DFED, =
BT, T L EWKECHBENNI WD, KRB THWZHBRR OKFE
Y MITRTHREE 2D, ZORKE, BENEAIKRMHEEICIIKEFETT . K
E) ARSI OBRITHKE L. —H. 573 K ITHBIF DS Mtk L EWKkELDE
BEIXERICHNTAENEZD, RAKFELMBEED/NE WKRBREH) LTEEZR
L. TOMORBRA OAFEHY LIftEERT. TOKR, BEESITKRILME
EBEREENRENZEEZOND,

(2)55R5R

BIIREREE LKFE Y LES OBER%E Fig. 11 1R7. BRERFEKIC, FRO5I5ER
BBEIIAEMD) ABES, BEU, ) AROKZCMFZEIEKGEE T, £ 550MPa T
—TELIE> T35,

(T E I T
MBS/ EkF L) LR E OBfR%E Fig. 12 1ZRY . FEKREIARA OB
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BN 1100MPa #2ETH 0. KFEEM ) AR X 30 pm LA B TidA 550MPa & 515k
MR EIZIERIFIT/E > TN 5, 5I5RRE & FARIC 570 ppm & 577ppm DB DR
HISHIMICHARTHOITNIKRELS B> TS, KB 2EROKERLEBEHEALD
Bif% % Fig. 13 1R 9. KFEM ) LAOHRICK > TRARREEDOFENRLR D=0,
BIEISHIZB L TOKRBEEEDBRTE S,

3.3 BEEEMEN—Z MR & DL

SEMEN—A FMRBROX DGO N-HAAMEKES GREER) EKEROH
t#% Fig.14 IR Y. @@EME/N—Z BRI BT 5 FH A Ak A IE K BRI
BRI T 8 %. KRREHEE TN 1 % FRBBERITHRXRTNIVERRG SN
%, MBEMEN—A MRBOFEEL TEEAFENKENI &, B, EHTS
IRTTRENZETH S Z EMNBTHN, — RIS, TNSOFRHET TIIMEOREN L
BL. BMICESETOMNINEILRS, 20D, SEMEN—Z FRBRIZBT
LHBEH RN ESIEABRE DGO NTZHEBEAICHRTNEL2S, £, &R
BIEAEEHRETIT > T0E20, BEIRNIGEL THIEFEMETL, —&
DEHFHEMNERINDDOTREICHERICES Z &1372<. KFPH) LEZITHLC
W EADGOND, —F, MEHIERE TH2EEME/N—Z MR T, Fig. 14
MEbMBEIIT, KERBIEKGFETEREART 1 EBETERE—ELBR> TV,
AABRICBNTHHEBEIR NSRBI LEET 50 yum L ET—EER>TWAE T &
M5, EEIME/N—Z b iBR & FRRIC—E OEIS THIRMENEINT 5 &k 5 7 &l
WTY D URABREEBLZIBE. BB NICEELZRATESL ICEKENICES
ZENFRTES, DD, KFEMEMYLEST50um 2L EWVWEE LT, TOEZL
LTI EAN—EBIREEEZOND, FRBTHWERBRROKELED) LE
SHPFTIIBWER N ESERENRRZIC>TNS I END, BAMESRE TIIM
WL7ZNWDT, ZOBBEHMIE Y (F—BHEH) L 5 %BEICRDE
ZZoNDBW, 2120, ISITKELEM) LMEL 2D E. B¥ERIS SIEIST
LETRTES,
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ATENIKFH ) L2 ERS B BEERBERNTHRRY > /3RS % £
L. BRBESEEOLERKTOEERTH DKFRMMY AERIERSEICEZ 2
HELEZHSMILU T,

KB AIEN=DERAA TRANEL, BICES I TORBRE DL E
W TOBEEIICRUTERSTL B, ZDED, KECMY AES OREINILEN
T ES LA L. BRSBTS IKBERINBRF OB EARIIH 35%. EX 100pm
DKRFEW Y LEr DB OB ESRIN 5% L7125, T2, KEMM LITETTE
BRIIBAWESE TIIAMICERLZWDOT, FEEREICIIAZES) LEROE
Bl3RD5NT. K 800MPa T—E L2 b, WETEISHIIIEAZRMABRH ICBNT
#1 1100MPa TH 0. KFE WM LES 50pm BEE TIZ. FOEIOEMEEBIZ
BRI ISR T 95, JBE 50pm LA L TIIBETE IS /1135 800MPa & BI3EMEE & [F]
FIRBBIENE. N=A MRBRO LS RO HEEHORBRTIIES 50pm 2L &
WEE LT, 2B EOKEES Y LR S DRI QMM s%BET— £725
EEZLNS,

573K B WM EAIHBRICUNRTETFKREL RS, 2720, kFEILWEEDEN
ULz DB T, AF M) LAEIHK 100pm ICETBITHAND 5T, 30%
ULDOBE BN ERUZ, EE-BEOL ENWERIKELMBEND D, EBTIT
TOLEWVWKFEMEEINSWEDIZ, TRXTOKELH) MIHEEEZRL. 2
N TRENEL S, LML, 573 K TIRLEWKEILYBENAEL R D0DIZ,
BEDOENWKES ) MIEEERL TRENEC T, TR, EIH 100pm ©
IKFEMY L& B DRBAIZBNTS 30%U LOBIHRERTEEZ NS, X5
I, BETEIRIC DWW T O KFEMEEORENBD SN ENS,. LEVWKE(L
MEEZHASNCT DI LIBSBROBETHDIEEZLNS,

AV 2 U5RABR T, #EEOEBOBBSEEZET 28505, —Biz5]
TRAAER & FRRICEAREREICL2BBREERL -, R, HESOREEDRS
PRV OBLR 51, WEBEICK S ) >V 5ERER %2 E R L T M B 8 MR
EHET S LBDEETHDEEZO5ND., -, AV D /BEERERD S I3 BESH
TORBREENGFOSNDN, EBROFRARE CIIHEETICRSEENMMERTS, &
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D, FRBERNS PCMI HEMMER L RBEOEAREHZTFRTLIHE.
HREOFEZHASNIITILEND D,

A

ARROERICH 2> TERER IS EVWEEEELEXEX VNI 72T
MNII A% Donald A. Koss B NCRBI L 2MAZE ABXARIEERRR. B
¥EBEEFEBICESRBHLET, £, sRARCHBBZOER R EITDON
TRETFHIO P27 U270 AFHBMRICIHHZNZIZEELT,

% % XX W
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Hydride rim

Fig. 1 Cross section of the test rod failled in the NSRR experiment HBO-1
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Outer diameter : 9.5mm
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Fig. 2 Geometry of a ring specimen
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Instron-type tensile machine
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Teflon tape
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Fig. 3 Schematic of the ring tensile test apparatus
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/\ Specimen for the test at 573 K
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Fig. 4 Relation between hydride rim thickness and hydrogen content
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Fig. 6 Fracture strain as a function of hydride rim thickness at room temperature
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Fig. 7 Tensile strength as a function of hydride rim thickness at room temperature
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Fig. 8 Fracture true stress as a function of hydride rim thickness at room temperature
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Fig. 9 Fracture strain as a function of hydride rim thickness at 573K
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Fig. 10 Fracture true stress as a function of hydrogen content at 573 K
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Fig. 11 Tensile strength as a function of hydride rim thickness at elevated temperature 573K
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Fig. 12 Fracture true stress as a function of hydride rim thickness at elevated temperature 573K
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Fig. 13 Fracture true stress as a function of hydrogen content at 573K
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Fig. 14 Residual hoop strain measured in failed sample as a function of hydrogen concentration
at room temperature®®
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Hydride rim thickness : 100 pm

Photo. 1 Post-test appearances of the specimens shown in

Fig. 5
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Without hydride rim

200 um

Hydride rim thickness : 100 pm

Photo. 2 Fracture profiles of the specimens shown in Fig. 4
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Specimen I
( Hydride rim thickness : 100 um, Hydrogen content : 577 ppm )

Specimen I1
( Hydride rim thickness : 90 pm, Hydrogen content : 1052 ppm )

Photo. 3 Post-test appearances of specimen I and specimen II shown in Fig. 9
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Specimen I
- (Hydride rim thickness : 100 um, Hydrogen content : 577 ppm )

200 pm

Specimen 11
( Hydride rim thickness : 90 pum, Hydrogen content : 1052 ppm )

Photo. 4 Fracture profiles of specimen I and specimen II
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Specimen I
( Hydride rim thickness : 100 pm, Hydrogen content : 577 ppm )

5 um

Specimen 11
( Hydride rim thickness : 90 um, Hydrogen content : 1052 ppm )

Photo. 5 SEM images of fracture surface of hydride rim and an as-received specimen tested at 573K
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Table 1 Comparison of hydride rim hardness of Specimen I and Specimen II

As—received Specimen | Specimen I
. Hydrogen content Hydrogen content
Specimen [ 577 ppm ] ( 1052 ppm ]
Hydride ri
yendeim 227.7 252. 9 297. 4
(peripheral region)
Middle of 229. 6 235. 3 237.5
thickness

( Vickers hardness )
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