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Investigation of the Fire at the Uranium Enrichment Laboratory

—Analysis of Samples and Pressurization Experiment/Analysis of Container —
Technical Working Group for Investigation of the Fire*

Tokai Research Establishment
Japan Atomic Energy Research Institute
Tokai-mura, Naka-gun, Ibaraki-ken

(Received April 1, 1998)

To investigate the cause of the fire at the Uranium Enrichment Laboratory of the Tokai
Research Establishment on November 20, 1997, samples of uranium metal waste and
scattered residues were analyzed. At the same time the container lid that had been blown
off was closely inspected, and the pressurization effects of the container were tested and
analyzed. It was found that 1) the uranium metal waste mainly consisted of uranium metal,
carbides and oxides, whose relative amounts were dependent on the particle size, 2) the
uranium metal waste hydrolyzed to produce combustible gases such as methane and
hydrogen, and 3) the lid of the outer container could be blown off by an explosive rise of the

inner pressure caused by combustion of inflammable gas mixture.

Keywords : Uranium Metal, Uranium Carbide, Uranium Oxide, Hydrolysis, Fire, Hydrogen,
Methane
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TAERSITERE (TA Instruments FH4Y, SDT2960) %MV T, KBILT. 4 FED
HBREITo7, Ehbid, () VIV BoZERHmEsts. (2 v Bo7 L4
MFBR, (3) No. 11 HEOBFHOLETAMBEGRER,. KO @) KU xF Lo &n2egd
BB TH D,

U7 U BOZEIFIEGERTIL, No. 1 iRV No. 2 DL LIZW 5 B AREE L
D 3k LT-R O BV Vo, No. 1 HERREFCIE, BIEEAS, >840 4 m. 297-500 1 m. 105
210 m, RUXS3 u mDFAEtZ . No. 2 5 CIE, KIEED840 u mODREI ERBIZ LT, |
[EIDORIEIZIE. 49 Img—#9 84mg DKM FAV V-, FIEEERESL 5°C/min & L. B ~hbo
ZEROBHRERE Y 120m] /min & L7z,

U7 VBOT NIRRT, No. 1 BB 2 FEEORIE (0840 4 mZ R 297-
500 m) DFEHERBRIZ Uiz, JIEICIL, %943 ROW 33mg OB BV V-, SissE
1E5C/min & L, 7L H ROBHSEREIT 150m] /min & L7,

No. 11 ORI DZETFAESRER TIE, 0% LTV Vay B L 7= 3R R LT,
RIEZIL, %9 144mg ORREME RV V2, BRI 3°C/min & L, RSB nZeg ot
S 120ml /min & L7,

R 2 F UV ARDETFNEEER T FRORY =F LA LRERE 2910 H L7,
BT, 9 18mg OFEHE AV V-, FIR#FEIL 5°C/min & L. R~ EDOZER O
BT 120ml /min & L7z,

3.6.2 RERRUEBR
(1) 75 U BOZK SIS

No. 1 R U No. 2 F#EHE VT, EREFITORESERSIT% 8 BT o712, Thb
DOFEROBELR 3.6-1 1R, JZ TR T LI, SREMIEIE S OIE PRI
LOEBMNMRPREN L ThD, Ziud, BESRVREIOFN, o5 Rk
BRY 7L OREEPENTDTHDLEEZ LIS,

BIEOHOREL 08401 m) DOTERERSITOREDO—H] (EHRES 1) %X 3. 61
(ORY, TOXRBRTIL 30CEBRIE ZANLABIC KX RRENEE Y | REER
DEFISEMBRBO N, TOBRRT, BV SV BRALELDOEEL NS, 7277
L. U & BB BREIAZE) DR 72 D12, FHROBRTCThH o718, BlE%
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thik L7z,

COBRSEFHRIE LD, No. 1 FRUNo. 2 HRABIORKIE (0840 4 m) DRELT
4 BlOBMER (ERES 2, 3. 7TRU8) #fTo7, D 4EDHH 3 ENL, K 3.6-2
(CEBRES 3 ORRETRT IO, EBRERS 1 OBALITRRY, KRERFEHE—/ 1338
DT, BB UITAREONNEIT L, UL, B 0 1 EoESR (EEREks
7) T X 3.6-3 1T R DI, F9 400°CIZE BB — 7 3R v, EBRIC LY
RISV FERBBONT-DIE, U7 U BORERR Z L IBESRR D 2 & RO EOHE
EIZHOWDEEIOBENDINZ EBFERTHD EEXBND, 7238, DT DIz T 7,
SRY T B (K 12ng) OZERKIFPOREBERSTHEREHN 3.6-4 (TR, &BY
7 OREKEBEE. BERLOTIIARL, BEOHE, IR, LREER EIEKETS 2
EDHOBNTUD,

RIEED X0 Al EE (297-500, 105-210, B UKG3um) Tid. v F#e— 7 1338
oIV, OB UITFRONIEIT L, 1RFFIE LT, No. | HEEBHORIEEDS 105-210
p mOREOREBER ST ORRZX 3. 6-5 1T,

2 U5 UBOT AT EERER

No. 1 FEREIORIE OGS 0840 u m) DT AT L H ARRE O REMERSTO
R 3. 6-6 1T, VT VIR(VIROER Y T - DEFRIE\ KIEE DR B8 (0840
pm) T, 900°CE TORERGIIIRT, B — 7 13BN o7, 7L,
671°C & TTT°CIT 2 KOREL— 2 B3RO T, Zvh 2 KORE L — 21, &RV
¥ 2 ODFERE, a— B 668C) RUB—y (T76C). IZENFHRNL WA EE
b, U7 URIEE. RRAD 900°CORICHERIIFEE LRV, REEEIZ -\
T, 900 CE TOMBUZINT, K 19D B, it MEBREKTO
TR L DB OB LOREL E2 b,

RIEEAS L 0 HEAN BBE (297-500 w m) T, 900°C £ TOREBGITIZINT, EE
B FHRIZ, T</EW 2 BB L — 27 53850 B3, FEVE— 2 1358 B sens
ol BB —I NSO, FIEREFROERY 7 OEFENVIRN D THS &
EZ2HN5,

(3) No. 11 FHOFBERAFH DZER FNEARER

No. 11 HRREIDZER TP OREBE B AW OFERZ X 3. 6-7T (TR, TRERGITTILL
NR—2TA OB R 7 ERRLND HDOD, REKR VRO L — 7 135850 Biv/en
o7, Fio, BEERIZ OV T, 800°CE TOMENIIWT, BHIZEH bV o7,
No. 11 E2REHT, FEHEBEF IRV T, HIFLOKRETH D U0, £ TEREEL TV &
EZ2 b,

4) RV = F L AROZETHNIEGAER
Y TF VL AROER I OB RO ORERE 3. 6-8 (R, TEBGHTT



i 120CITRBE — 2 3, K9 250°CICBEBE— 7 33, FNEh@BH b, EEit.
) 250CETIEE AL =B TH o722, FNUULOBRECITEBIZBL Lis, 8 12000
WAL =713, Y =F Lo OfEERR L, ¥ 250°COEBRD % & 672 5 BB, FidR
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LIZRY = F Lo ofRlE B8 2R LT05HEEX LR,

# 3.6-1 7 7 B ORISR RO
EBRES | B4 AEhiE | EEHEMR REET)
(¢ m) (%)
1 - RERFEBE—Y
2 >840 13.2 B8R
3 14.0 BB R
No. 1 {f
4 297-500 10.0 RIS R
5 105-210 6.7 BB R
6 <53 2.4 SR AG
7 13.2 RERRBRE—2
No. 2 # >840
8 19.9 KRR R B
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3.7 97 U BOKSHHT
RlA- B 0 & ABfgEE IIHHRERE,  TRYE I

ARIOKKEHIZIBNT, BRROY T VBORBAIMEZ 72 L b No. 11 FHICE
EIITNEY T UBITIFELBOKSPBA LTV D BB SAE 20 | BRER &
LTERAKGED T VBEORIENEZ b, TZ T, @EThH-T-E&BETOY T
BIZEHT K BERET DT DICHTNENT L A BB ORIERTT- 7,

3.7.1 HiE

BIEL-Y 7 BiE. B1EKRO2EOEE QESRE) TERLUERENo. 1, No. 2
KONo. 8 &, 7D OREEY 7V BONEET ABEYEE (ERI4E 12 A 17 ARS8
AIZERR) FRIERER L7 7TF (No. 3~No. 7, No.9 R UNo. 10 ) Th 5.

77 U BRICER T AKOEEFMET A 72010, INEEZSEREC L AEEL(LE R
ELi, U7 UERENL, R0y 7 U BENEERRS S a—7 Ry 7 AN THERL
b Or R, BZERRIN 7 ARIORRE VT, =R, 100, 200 HR300°CTE A
£ 10 B¥ff, BEZEURRFTA 2 LICL VI, EREHC LV =2 — L BEZEEN T
—TEfME (K 10%torr LLT) ZRLUEREE CEBRAPEIE L, Z2C, @25 7 @ ovs
Y BOKRBBIEZDOWTIE, MBS EEE 300°CHOHTI T, EERLIT. HREERL
NEWFRRZ o—7HRy 7 ZANTRIE LT

3.7.2 #ER
(1) &2 No. 1, No.2 KTUNo. 8
® 3.7-1 RO 3.7-1 \TINEE 2SR DR BB/ LR L= YTV BOBE L&
BRI R U, FORBHOERBLEY 7 VBIZBOTH, RiR)S 0. Int%5S0ER
ORI S, S OICAERRES Eif 5 & & BDICEEOERRB/IIER L T4, 300°C
¥ CONNREZZAHEE OERB/NL, No. 8D YT VB TRLD72 <K 0. 05wth, No. 2
%) 0. 13wt%, No. 1 FFETRHBARELH 0. wthThorz, fRE LT, BeHEFny S
VIBICER SIVTOAKRSRIT, 0. 2wthbA T THD LHEE SN,
INOOEERDIL, VI UB, £& UTHZRHRBICEE LTV 5Ky DEZEL
BUZLOBBEC XA LD EEZ DL, T UBOERE, BATRIEIC K& RIFET A 2 &N
THEEND, (E>T, No. 1 FHTIIHHIZ RS D3E < . T No. 8 15 TRk 573
RNEEZBND,

(2) FDfh oSS No. 3~No. 7. No. 9 T No. 10)

R 3. 7212 00°CHMREZAER OERE(L AT, EEBA 0. 55wth L LLEHTEL
No. LED™ TV BERRTIE. M3 0. kA FANFE A & Tho1r,
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#3.7-1 IMBEEZHE%OY 7 BOEEEIL
£ No. BEE HEEE(%)
(g) =R 100°C - 200C 300°C
No.1 6.1493 -0.073 -0.128 -0.174 -0.197
No.2-1 4.5323 -0.088 -0.095 -0.115 -0.128
No.2-2 3.7515 -0.091 -0.104 -0.117 -0.131
No.8 10.5785 -0.029 -0.040 -0.049 -0.054
% 3.7-2 S300°CHNEEZUEEZDY T E (No.3~No.7. No.9 XU No.10
&) OEEE
ff No. HE(g) HEEL %

No.3 3. 4384 -0. 055

No.4 5. 4307 -0. 550

No.5 4, 1766 -0. 050

No.6 2. 0053 -0. 145

No.7 2. 7454 -0. 055

No.9 3. 3877 -0. 053

No.10 8.8910 -0.017
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RMABREL 7 11 2 BffgesE (FERIERE. RIECRE

KKFEIRERDOEEBRADT-DIZIZ, BHERBTRE L T\ B2 OMEIZHNT, W5
PEENTODNEID, SLIENLNRED L D725 AL Th 2 H% B & AN
HUBEDH ST, £ T, BRESNTFEA ORI THEHERIER O EPA 121 %
TEEAT R FE R LT,

3.8.1 Hi&

F 1RO 2 BIOREERE 2.1 88 ThHAREW I (Eak. Efy =3B
) ORGEERIEL. BN BB L ERE Son ES bm DRT L L ABERRHIICERY |
a MR + v MR —A A—F CEBEHAE L, BIEIT 3 BT . TH0HHEES R
7

L7z, No. 8 TAVERROE EN LB UARIRIEA CREVERR 118 (11, 1g) ROV
3ME) 1ZOWTIL, KREVEER O—EF & /M 3% =R S UBISISEDIAL, 3.4, 1 105k
NCFIE - FEEFERRC, . B, HEITo,

3.8.2 fER

& 3.8-1 I 3 EMOBGHREHEEL T, BAMRIIHGHRERENE L &< Y
TUBAETH Y ET, BRIEIIREORKSHESAE CH D L D, FEEOET T 1,
DThHLEXLND, BT Tz RZaRUB -y EHIINY 7 7T LA THY
VT ONEETRNEHESND,

No. 8 tFE B HEREX LI BB SADEROEF 2K 3.8-1a) 107”7, EPMAIZLS
IHTORER, FRb) RO c) (TRT LI, KHEE~40um D U—C KT8 L7228
TTHDHI LD G, HFOKE SERONEDLEEITR LS. 4L LR LO
Tho (FHEOREHE, 3.4 BiTBR~7= X D12, No. 2 L DR L3N & Eh T
%), EBEOFER. 10 um LU EOKFTIHE UC ITE HETH 5,

#3.8-1 HREGEID o RS - v BREER
e o (cpm) B+ vy (cpm)
Eafx 200 11600
EhR 8 170
Bifo -2 3 59
N7 TSR 2 73
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a) MR ROBIE L

b) HEtADEEK (BSH) c) REBOILK (BSH)

U-CRIFDN DB LIZULR IENWU-CEEIDDELEULER
3.8-1 No.8 fiZ F OB OWEBEEE
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3.9 IRBEERE T

AlA - REL o AEFFRE TIHIHCHE, GHEIRRE
[RUAL A5y BiERFFESE AR
e F— IS

KSSFRBORME LT BRI O AN 5T 1— F Ry 7 REORBY AT L, HEHE
BIEEIZ LDV T BOWEZIT T,

3.9.1 5 &
(1) FHEROWIERS

BB LI BREHI DV T, 2. 2 i8S 3 EERER DX 2. 2-1 2B Z &,

WEROBEREHMOY 7 U RAENT, RATELY 7 UMK 10g 2RY = F LB
WAL, H— R Ry 7 ZADEEEmEIC R S8,

AESIZIX, B v HEHERIESS TCS-136, FHEGHEE 4. 7X 107 2 v =,
@ # E

BRIETS BB & FTRMEEABEEEM R O — F iR v 7 AW AL, B v HSTRERIE SR
AT, JEEMAIER 90 EEOXHARET 4 TR OVER FE TR 1 VFTDEE 5 HFTT
FTRE A RIE LT,

AEEL. READY T 2BV TR FIRICAIE L TR EEECHEL. R
Eow s EBERHE LR,

3.9.2f B

HEBE O L BIE SOHEEORXENS V7 L BRHE LEHEROHIER (5
5 OFEEAE AR LIEE L 200 — RIS T T, 728, BEEDY 7 ¥k
ZHE L TELNEHEL, h— hodR v 7 ZAEHHOMEDS 20, 16, 18 KTUF 16 kem
T 0 | JEEFSRSHIE LD 62 kepm THoTz, 3. 9-1 KU 3.9-2 ([TFREHEID
YT L HEEEE T, BEOEEELIE—ELTND, 2B, FRODREOYF 13,
No. 11 @BENORE LIV T THD EMAITES, L, oY 7 AL
T, B— bRy 7 ANOBEEHFITFEL QT T & No. L1 RO L2 Y &
LOBEERSTEY . KBIIRAEETHS, |
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#3.9-1 PREFERT O T o BOWEE—RERORKENPLHE LIRS

a & S ENH vo VR
(k cpm) (g)

a (HI—b Ry 272 ;11EDE) 5 1

b (A—brhv IR ;11 EDE) 15 2

c (A—bYARY PR ;11ELD 70cm) 2 0

d (I—F R 72 ; 11EDE) 22 3

D (»S5ARRSELOKE) 45 6

f(H—bPoRY P2 Z;114ELD 1.2m) 50 7

D1 (B SWNEERDS) 2 0

e (BhoxX) 14 2

T 0.2 0

BRIEADZ Vil (ZBEYZ U BE. 108) 62 8.8

# 3.9-2 BEEEREYTO T TV BOMEE-2RESR 6 R OHEEEZEGEL
e
E el US> VE
(k cpm) (g)

a (H— o R P25 11EDE) 16 1

b (I—brARY I X5 11EDLE) 24 2

c (H—hFrARyPR;11HELD 70 cm) 5 0

d (H—bhoRY V2 ;11 EDE) 61 4

D (S5HARESE LOBFE) 75 5

f (A—bPYARYy 225 11ELD 1.2m) 115 8
D1 (P 5HEBDST) 8 1

e (BhwoxX) 26 2
£ - 1 0
BIERY S Ve (ZBMEY 2 Uk, 108) 132 8.8
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3.10 &R&EYY ar I8y X ONEGRER

BREHRE AR BHuEtE, Bl BEAE.
B fnA

"S5 BRI LT AT v L ARBNERROEIS O Y At I LRy F OB
B BTN TR D T0I2, Fidad ) oL d b3y U ONBSEREITV . SR
ENHTRAT No. 11 THOEME NS U ar ALy X OHOEGV & R LT,

3.10.1 FAEAIE
() wEBEEST

s arydakyxrO—EaE) L, DTG (TA Instrument FHH : Simultaneous
TGA-DTA, SDT2960) & FAV\C, REREENMTEIT o7z, WER, FEDOAT L ARE
BOBENZAVBND 2FBEDY Y o dakxige L, TAITRERESREZAVT,
ZEKRFRFC 10°C/min DOFHEEE TIT-> 72,

(2) SERNNEGAER

FEEIEA SN TOELO ER—HHRO Y oI Ay FrO—EETY HL, <
7 JUER VT, ERERT CEIRINEERERA1T o7, FEREEIL. 150°C, 200°C, 250°C
RO00CE Ui, RERFIL, HEREEZ LIS 2 KT OAB L, BRUFDIREN—EIC
Pt T L EAHER LIS, TOLOREE, AT MEER— MO TERPRICE
o R L. 1 B RN 2 BRI 1 AT ORI H LT BESOREIZ OV TEELTT-
P k7. BHEUEMNOE L) ardaoy XU EEL, SMBBEEATO L LD
7. BEOEEIESRERIC ML U3k e R LT,

3.10.2 REAER

(1) TEREREST
TEMERONOBEXX 3. 10-1 RO 3. 10-2 1T~ 7, X3.10-1 OFEHT, Tk
Bair ARELEREOY Y arydhyF o ThY, FERICANWLN TV yF il
BAAL0OTHD, K 3.10-2 OREHL, FRERIh QWY ardb iyl
F—ROLEOTHS, BEFO DA fiiL, W bIRER UEmEZR L THD, K
2.10-1 T 8 T0°CRKR N 130°CIiz 7 a— RARFEAE— 7 BRLNDHS, Ziud, BEER
EIoAE LTV B KSOBEH. L5 0 THD L EZ bD, REERIL 100°CH5 150°C
VBT A Y L%, 350°CIEEED HABRB BRI, # 350CITId, 2
FEEE— 2 LEZ BILD DA BEROTEASRD bz, ZOREOERRD R UFERL,
L) ardLOBGRRKINI LD LHESND,

[ 3. 10-3 |DTFEREBEOVRTROREIOBEE AR, MERORENT, 2FRICHE
@I L. MBI ) arIALHERLT, BN h-o7, Ziud, YU arahn
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NCRIANE LR, BERTRoOTHL EEXLND, FREDRER, 350C
FHEMD, BT Y Ay T AOHN 2 FREE S S T,

(2) FHIBNNZGASR

sEENERGRERTE OB R OSEEERR A SEI SN ) o d by X OFERZ K
3.10-4 RO 3.10-5 |7, U ardAOMBNG L AEEI, 200CLLETHREICAR
D, 300°CETHENT S &, BEHAICRot, K3.104 LK 3.10-5 LEHETDHE, &
GEOEAUNT, IEEERS 1 BRI L 2 BRI T U EER RN Z L bbohd, £, [E
RSl ardayxrb, SR OEREHET S L, IRV a2y
I8y FIACIEL 300°C TIELL - 3REHT OB RITE L TR, T7h2bb, EIRS
N ard sy ¥ AL, REREREMTICEI VREN, BERBSENELD
350°CUAEDIREREIZIIX LI TV RN EEZ NS,
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3,11 B A 8T
Sz LA — KN e EHFB

V5 U BORE L THHERENOHT AMRE ST Z &L, REFOUVT B
LRI HNIRE DRISOEEEAHETH Z LN TED, KIEB TP A2
5 ABERENRICERIR L (2. 1 §i38) | [UEREEAIFTEOMRERIE L7z

3011 1 4 AFREHREEME

(1) No. 1 &BHEWNIT REE

GREZFR) T F LB a—T Ry ZIZ AN, T—7TEH LK, TAIV A
BE L. Sy ZROZEEH BV LT, TADVER T C ARBROELRT D L FERI,
FohEzZes | x L= AT ABEREHRO 3 v 7 BT, ANRSENET A 2L
NEEAZTRO E L, Ny ZRIIEET AN REZT NI TR L%, NEROELH
Ut NAROERBIT D & FRRCABRNOT A ZER LT,

ENCRIEEEC LY . NABTOU T VBOASTERY = FLARN (RY) 2Fub
AT 2ETHoTM, 2 BRIV E) O REEIR LT,

(2)  No. 8 &JEHENI ZELEL

TOEIZELTIL, No. 1 &BEL MRS, TAIVHABR LI, RYF LR
N GRY =F Lo R328H) OHAOREER LT,

(3) % BHRR AN AEE

YIORERD A 27 575 L EICRY =F Lo ya—T Ny 7 RO HTEE L, %
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By 5] B s D 5 b | L L 102 = 5 T
& K7 v ~7 A N vt 10° | # # G
BOERE (7 v B v K ETAELL eV 10° | » # M
m B3 &= W mol BTERE6 | u 10° | # o k
x Eln v 7 3 cd 102 ~ 2 ¢ h
_____________ }__,._— —
Y m M| v 7 v rad 1 eV=1.60218x 10-*J 007 #| da
L BjRTIIT ] er 1 u=1.66054x 10" kg | 7 v d
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%3 BHEOEHAE & ST THT 0° | =420 u
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It . |y 2 A | Pa | N/m? 5 - v b
rF-tE MRS 2 — 0 J N-m 8 — L bar #®)
L%, We @iy o b+ W[ Js 5 o L &1--53 TEMEER] 5K KK
& fa &, % 15} 7 = C A-s % a ] — Ci ER&E 1985 Eﬁj?:l-"lckéo 727120, 1eV
&, BT, KEH | & " MV W/A (2 S R BLU 1 uDfEiis CODATA ) 1986 #EA2
B8 A g |7 - 5 F F (07AY 3 S rad I & -1
& & & M|t - ] Q| VA L 2| rem .
Sy g valv-sval s | AN 2 RAKBKE, /b, ToM A28
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v v R ~ - =4 o A a
NSS4 nSA I B | bar=0.1 MPa -~ 10°Pa 34AbarLi%JIS’ClioﬁﬁW}&ﬁ%ﬁbﬁ‘fﬁ
i3 _ e KROEXR20h 7 7)) —ikHFahTw
* gl — 2 v im | cdosr 1 Gal=1cem/s?=10"2m/s’ Z &
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9.80665 1 2.20462 h| 0.0980665 1 0.967841 735.559 14.2233
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| Bq Ci F{})Yk Gy rad ;‘; C/kg R fé Sv rem
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fiE B o ]
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