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Stratigraphic division of the Mizunami Group
Eiji Sasao' * Keiichi Sasaki® * Tadahiko Tsuruta® * Kunio Ota’

Abstract

Stratigraphic division of the Mizunami Group, which hosts the Tono uranium deposit,
was controversial, because of remarkable lateral lithofacies changes and discordances
recognized in many places. But, Professor Emeritus J. Itoigawa of Nagoya University
established the stratigraphy of the Mizunami Group, on the basis of his extensive
investigations from the late 1950s.

PNC (Power Reactor and Nuclear Fuel Development Corporation, presently JNC) used
its own stratigraphic division and nomenclature of each formations and members, which are
different from generally used division and nomenclature, based on the exploration result
obtained by numerous drillings and surface investigations from 1960s. In recent shallow
drilling as a part of the Mizunami Underground Research Plan, other concept for stratigraphic
division is used.

Three different stratigraphic division and nomenclature have been used for the Mizunami
Group. In this paper, stratigraphy of the Mizunami Group and the controversial points of
stratigraphic division are briefly described. Stratigraphy used by JNC is correlated to the
generally used one. Finally, stratigraphic division and nomenclature which should be used in
future, is proposed.

1: Geoscience Research Group
2: Underground Research Group, Mizunami Underground Research Laboratory
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