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JCO criticality accident termination operation

Masashi Kanamori

On September 30 at around 10:35 AM, criticality accident occurred at the
JCO’s conversion building in Tokai-mura. Since criticality accident had not been
anticipated, neither devices for termination of criticality accident nor neutron
detectors were available. Immediately after the information of the accident, our
emergency staff (Japan Nuclear cycle development institute staff ) went to JCO site,
to measure the intensity of neutrons and gammas. There were four main tasks, first
one was to measure the radiation intensity, second one was to terminate the
criticality accident, third one is to alert the residents surrounding the JCO site,
fourth one is to evacuate the employees in the site. These tasks were successfully
performed until October 1.

This paper describes about how these operations were performed by the

relevant staffs.

Safety Administration Division Tokai works
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