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GEOTOPIA CONCEPT STUDY (II)

Katsuya Ona*

Abstract

The Science and Technology Agency has been undertaking an
investigation of the potential of an integrated underground
development concept oriented towards the twenty-first century,
referred to below as the "Geotopia Concept”. This concept would
make optimum use of the diverse special characteristics of the
deep underground layers of the earth. The aim of the Geotopia
Concept is to create a safe, comfortable, and convenient
environment underground. To accomplish this, the promotion of
Geotopia research is indispensable, It was proposed that a
Geotopia Research Center is necessary for a coordinated and
effective Geotopia research effort which would lead to actual
projects. . ' :

The objective of the Science and Technology Agency study this
fiscal year is to clarify a scenarioc of the stages leading up to
the realization of actual Geotopia projects, based primarily on
the results of the Agency study conducted last fiscal year.

One result of this study was the recognition that a research
philosophy allowing for studies traversing fields ranging from
space to geology was necessary, for Geotopla research is
classified as a part of earth engineering, an area of earth
science. The various research issues which would arise following
the realization of the Geotopia Research Center were clarified,
In addition, a list of specific research items was compiled in
accordance with each research topic. The research topics to be
treated at the center have been studied and classified, and will

be approached from a basic scientific vantage point with a view
towards the establishment of a design authority.



Futhermore, based on an investigation of the relationship
between the Geotopia Center and the area surrounding it and a
clarificaticn of the facilities concept and operating structure,
a scenario of a} the economic¢ activity it would attract and
induce, and b) the repercussion and synergistic effects on the
surrounding region were considered. Finally, topics which impact
upon the progress of the overall project were indicated.

Work performed by TECHNOVA Inc. under contract with the Power
Reactor and Nuclear Fuel Development Corporation
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Management Project
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Director
General Manager
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